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Trees of The Knowle

Sidmouth’s wonderful treescape is due in part to the
town’s history as a summer resort for wealthy Regency;
Victorian and Edwardian people seeking escape from
summertime London.

In the early 19th century Lord Le Despencer bought
several fields on a small hill overlooking the town and
commissioned a large house in the style of a thatched
cottage orné with several acres of gardens and park.

Over the next two hundred years the site has had a
series of significant owners and has gone through
many. changes from a ‘gentleman’s residence’ to a
high quality hotel, to council offices, and now a public
open space owned by Sidmouth Town Couincil.

The trees of The Knowle park and gardens reflect.the
history of the site with each new owner making their
mark by planting new trees as well as changing the
vcz&nmm

The D.oo collection also Homooﬁm the efforts of plant
huntérs bringing new species to our-shores
ancmwocﬁ the 19th and early 20th century.

At one time the parkland was home to zebras and
o_.bmn.ww.onn animals, and planted with a collection of
large conifers newly arrived from North America
several Emﬂoacnna U% the Veitch nursery’s William
Lobb.

The gardens were much more extensive than now and
filled with ornate statuary, fish Hu.osam and exuberant
planting. ,

There are still trees from around the world with many.
specimens of species collected by adventurous plant
hunters. The older trees in the collection were bought
to show off the status of the site’s previous owners,
more recent ones have been planted to enhance the
collection for the public benefit. -

There are more than seventy species of tree in the
Knowle collection, too many species and specimens to
include in this leaflet, but many of the trees have been
labelled for you by Sidmouth Arboretum.
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A Civic Arboretum..

* Enhances the environment

* Enriches the nOBBc.EQ.

& Encourages visitors

* Stores Carbon /Reduces pollution
* Extends the tree collection

¢ Improves health and well being

ARBORETUM

info@sidmoutharboretum.org.uk

www.sidmoutharboretum.org,uk
Registered Charity 1204084
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7 London Plane
Platanus x hispanica
S Another impressive
tree, with a girth of
over 4m this tree is
at least 150 years
old, another
planted by Richard
Thornton. Rather
than cracking as the
tree ages and
i increases in girth,
the bark old flakes off which causes the characteristic
mottled effect.
The swirling sinuous trunk of the Sweet Chestnut
Castanea sativa behind the Plane is more than 4.5m
and so possibly old enough to be a tree from the time
of Mr Fish. ‘

8 European Walnut
Juglans regia
Roman soldiers had walnuts
in their food packs and
probably introduced the
trees from their
‘Mediterranean home. Apart
from the nutritious nuts, .
Walnut timber was used for
the finest furniture through
Tudor times until the 18th
century when Mahogany was
introduced. As the use of tropical hardwoods is going
out of favour Walnut is again being planted for timber,
although the new plantations are a hybrid with the
Black Walnut.

N

9 Ewsmhm%_ws Cedar

Cedrus deodara

A common timber tree
across the Himalayas,
Deodars were introduced to
England in the early 19th
century, but they did not
grow well as a forest tree.
They did much better as
specimen trees. The
branches are downswept to
shed snow in their mountain
home. We know from
reports in the Sidmouth
Herald that this tree was planted in 1962.

10 Monterey Pine
Pinus radiata
As you walk through into the
garden you are confronted
by the monstrous snaking
limbs of a Monterey Pine
that clearly had space to
spread out when it was
planted about 120 years ago.
The other pine on your left
was more constrained. Native
‘to California, these trees are
adapted to cope with brush
fires. The very thick bark protects the living cambium
in the trunk, but it is the cones that are most
interesting.
When pine cones are pollinated they seal themselves
~with resin while the seeds develop. Most pines open
their cones when the seeds are ripe, but Monterey
' Pines sit and wait for a brush fire to clear the ground
.and melt the resin. We don’t have brush fires and so
the cones sit there for years until the resin breaks
.down, but the seeds are sterile by then.

11 Persian Ironwood
Parrotia persica .

Native to the mountain
forests near the Caspian Sea,
these trees have glorious
autumn colour spreading
from the top of the tree
downwards.

In February the branches
are covered with small
flowers like deep red
buttons. The bark flakes off
as in the London Plane. This
is three trees planted together, have a close look to see
where crossing branches have fused together.

12 Parana Pine
Araucaria angustifolia
RN A close cousin of the Chilean
Monkey Puzzle, the Parana Pine
lives on the Brazil side of the
Andes. Unlike its cousin, the
Parana Pine did not become
fashionable in Victorian gardens
because it is less hardy. However,
climate change is allowing it to
become established in
southern England.
There was a large Monkey
Puzzle in the garden but it
died in 2024. There are three young replacements nearby
as part of a Jurassic plantation.

13 Wollemi Pine

Wollemia nobilis

Another species that has survived
since the Jurassic and Cretaceous
periods. A distant cousin to the
Araucarias, the Wollemi was
discovered by chance in a deep
ravine in the Blue Mountains
near Sydney in 1994. Clearly in
danger of extinction, cuttings
were taken and distributed
around the world’s botanic
gardens and now the species is safe.

14 Scots Pine

Pinus sylvestris

One of the few native species in
the garden, Scots Pine and Birch
were the first tree seeds to blow
into Devon after the last ice age, at
least a thousand years before Oak
managed to establish.

Unlike the Monterey Pine, the
cones open in year three to release
seeds and then fall off. From the
girth of the trunk, this tree was
probably planted about 1970 when
the Council bouight the site.

15 Pin Oak

Quercus palustris

A member of the family of red
oaks from North America. See if
you can find one of the very
skimpy leaves on the ground.

The autumn colour display is
rather muted compared to the
usual deep red in its home range
because our auitumns are not as
sunny and cold as in New England.

16 Giant Redwood

Sequoiadendron giganteum

More baby than giant at present,
this is one of two Redwoods in
the garden, both about 100 years
old and about 20m tall but still
dwarfed by the largest Redwood
in California, General Sherman
which is four times the height of
the parish church tower.
Another introduction to Devon
by the Veitch nursery plant
hunter William Lobb.

There was a dispute about the name, English botanists
wanting to call it Wellingtonia while US botanists wanted
to call it Washingtonia. The compromise wasn’t settled
until 1937 and the old name is still used by many people.

17 Handkerchief Tree

Davidia involucrata

An absolute delight in
early May when this tree is
festooned with hundreds-
of flowers wrapped by
large white bracts like so
many handkerchiefs.
Originally from central
China, seeds were sent
back to the Veitch nursery
in Exeter by plant hunter Ernest ‘Chinese’ Wilson in 1904
after a long and hazardous expedition. This tree was
planted by Sidmouth WI to celebrate the Millenium.

18 Indian Bean Tree

Catalpa bignonioides

Native to the sub-tropical
south eastern US not India
and the pods don’t have
beans, but the large leaves
and spikes of flowers make
this a lovely tree.

They grow quickly but are
not long lived, this tree is
about fifty years old and is
unlikely to live more than
another twenty.

19 Atlas Cedar

Cedrus atlantica

Native to the Atlas Mountains
of North Africa, the Atlas
Cedar is the most common
Cedar planted in English
gardens, especially the Blue
form. The blue colour is
caused by tiny flakes of wax
on the needles.

The Atlas Cedar has upswept
branches because they do not
have to cope with snow in their African home.

20 Dawn Redwood

Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Another living fossil. It was
thought that these trees had
become extinct several million
years ago, but stands of them
were found in remote valleys in
China in 1942. They are easy to
propagate and quick growing
and now they are becoming a
common feature of gardens
around the world.
Unusually for a conifer they are

. deciduous and have gloridus

autumn colour before dropping their leaves.

21 Coast Redwood
Sequoia sempervirens

The Giant Redwoods are the
most massive trees, but the
Coast Redwoods from a
coastal fog belt in northern
California are the tallest, up
to five times as tall as our
local church tower. The main
leader of this tree was
damaged when young and it
has developed three trunks which will cause weakness
as the tree grows. :

22 Small-leaved Lime

Tilia cordata

The original Linden tree that
led to the common limes that
are now planted so widely. The
size of the heart shaped leaves
is not a reliable guide to
identity. The key difference is
that common lime flowers
hang vertically while those of
the Linden tree straggle in all.
directions.

This was the first tree planted by the Arboretum in
2014, donated by Ian Barlow from Sidmouth Garden
Centre. It flowered for the first time in 2023.

23 Northern Red Oak

Quercus rubra

One of the main forest trees
of eastern North America, it
turns deep red in their
autumn but it tends to be a
copper colour in our milder
climate. It was hoped that it
would be a good forestry tree
when it was first introduced
in the 18th century, but the
timber is inferior to English oak and it is now grown as
an ornamental tree. This tree is about 120 years old,
planted when the hotel was developed.

That is all we have room for on the leaflet - there are more
trees in our online trail: www.sidimoutharboretum.org.uk




